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Presentacion

odos los libros estan proyectados al

futuro, han sido concebidos para

encontrar a sus lectores mas adelante,
en el camino. Pero, en esta publicacion, ese
destino se cumple de manera mas explicita
que en cualquier otra, puesto que ha sido
pensada y realizada para fijar el legado de
Simo6n Diaz y garantizar el apego a sus formas
originarias en el devenir de los tiempos.

Antes de la existencia de este libro, las
composiciones del maestro Simon Diaz vivian
exclusivamente en su version sonora, esto es,
en archivos de audio. Un dia, su hija Bettsimar
Diaz, amorosa albacea del formidable legado
del que somos beneficiarios todos los
venezolanos y los amantes de la hermosa
musica del planeta, mandoé a trascribir esos
archivos con la idea de darles un registro
formal. Se trataba de garantizar un testimonio
definitivo de la obra del genial folklorista y
evitar que, de grabacion en grabacion, se fuera
desdibujando aquella, al ser tratada como
tradicion oral.

El proyecto era llevar el sonido a escritura. Fue
asi como nacieron estas partituras, mediante la
trascripcion de la linea melddica de cada
cancion; lo cual se hizo oyendo la voz del artista
y, al tiempo, anotando los sonidos en el
pentagrama. Se paso, asi, de la oralidad a lo

Il books are projected to the future;

they have been conceived to meet

their readers further on, on the
road. But in this publication, this fate has
been accomplished more explicitely than in
any other as it has been well-considered and
carried out in order to fix Simén Diaz’ legacy
and ensure a close attachment to its seminal
ways through out time.

Before the advent of this book, master Simén
Diaz’ compositions exclusively lived in their
sound versions; that is, in sound files. One day,
his daughter, Bettsimar Diaz —the living executor
of this majestic legacy for the enjoyment of all
Venezuelans and lovers of the beautiful music of
our planet- commisioned the transcription of
those files in order to build a formal registry. The
central idea was to treat the work of this brilliant
folklorist as an oral tradition, and guarantee a
permanent testimony of the work, avoiding the
deterioration caused by many recordings.

The project was to transform sounds into
writing. This was the origin of these scores,
through the transcription of the melody line of
each song. The first step was listening to the
the artist’s voice and, at the same time, taking
notes of those sounds on the stave and turning
orality into writing. This introduced a method
to modify a bad habit for our culture: popular
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escrito. Y con ello se modifico un habito no muy
auspicioso para la cultura: los compositores
populares no suelen escribir partituras de sus
creaciones.

En el caso de Simon Diaz era imperiosamente
necesario impedir que su aporte quedara
librado a los riesgos de olvido o adulteracion.
Era preciso dejar una constancia fidedigna de
las sonoridades del notable autor, puesto que
su repertorio se interna en un mundo inédito,
que es el aire de la tonada o de la canta de
trabajo, veta tratada antes de él con mucha
timidez, por decirlo de alguna manera. Lo que
Simon hace es rescatar un aire, componerlo,
indagarlo; en suma, apreciarlo en el valor que
tiene; y convertirlo en un género que
cualquiera puede identificar y con el que se
reconoce el pais, dentro y fuera de nuestras
fronteras.

Nuestro ganador del Grammy decidi6 hundirse
en una cadencia, en una poesia que estaba alli
palpitante, para desarrollar su propio lenguaje
y fundar un lugar dentro de la musica
venezolana. Simén Diaz se interné en un filon
muy poco transitado y emergio de €l con un
hallazgo luminoso que debia ser conservado
para la posteridad. Lo demads es historia: su
musica ha trascendido internacionalmente. Era
necesario contar con un documento que
amarrara las notas exactas de cada cancion.

El resultado es la constatacion de una
creatividad ilimitada. Sin proponérselo y con
esa sencillez que Venezuela ama y aplaude en
su tio Simoén, el de Barbacoas hizo una ruptura
personal de los canones tradicionales. Logro
una evocacion musical de las soledades
insondables del llano, de los chasquidos y
repiqueteos del ordeno y la cabalgata, los
susurros y silencios de un paisaje, los misterios
de una pronunciacion proyectada hacia el
confin de esas extensiones inconmensurables.

El trabajo de Simon Diaz logra la hazana de
fundir el nombre y lo nombrado en unas notas
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musicians are not used to write staves of their
creations.

In Simo6n Diaz case, it was absolutely necessary
to keep safe his works from the risks of
oblivium or adulteration. It was a must to leave
a faithful proof of the sonorities produced by
this remarkable composer, as his repertoire
goes in depth into an unprecedented world:
the air of the fonada or labor song, a genre
only shyly treated before him. Simén Diaz
rescues, composes, researches that air. In
summary, he appreciates the value of this air
and turns it into a genre with which anyone
can identify himself and identify the country,
within our national borders and beyond.

Our Grammy winner decided to go down into
a cadence, a vibrant poetry lying there to
develop his own language and gain a place in
the Venezuelan music landscape. Simén Diaz
entered into a hardly-known vein to later
emerge with a bright finding that had to be
preserved for ever. The rest is history: his music
has transcended abroad. It was a requirement
to count on a document to tie up the exact
notes of each song.

The result is the ascertainment of a boundless
creativity. Inadvertently and with his always
modest personality, so loved and applauded
by Venezuela, Uncle Sim6n, the Barbacoa
native, made the personal decision of
breaking with traditional canons. He created
a musical evocation of the bottomless
solitudes of the plains, with its cracks and
pattering sounds from milking and riding, the
whisperings and silences of a landscape, the
mysteries of a pronunciation projected to the
ends of these vast extensions.

Siméon Diaz’ work accomplishes the feat of
merging the name with what is named in some
notes that should be faithfully preserved as an
awesome personal contribution. But, about all,
because they offer a singular portrait of the
Venezuelan culture.



de las que debia dejarse registro confiable
porque es un aporte individual de inmensa
estatura, pero, sobre todo, porque es una
acunacion singular de la cultura venezolana.

Dejamos, pues, este trabajo de recopilacion en
manos de musicos y maestros.

En el atril fragoroso de los conservatorios,
escuelas de musica popular y folclor, institutos
de investigacion de la musica en universidades
y centro de estudios, en bibliotecas, archivos.

“Yo no soy mas que un enamorado de esto. Y
quiero que la gente sepa que esto es
venezolano. Que si bien el origen de estos
aires es diverso, fue aqui donde florecio de esta
manera particular”, dijo Simén Diaz.

Era necesario conservar ese instante del alma
nacional, resultado de un largo proceso de
mezclas y mestizajes que resultarian en esas
tonadas escuchadas y compuestas por su
mayor enamorado y difusor, Simén Diaz. Nos
toca a nosotros garantizar que su sensibilidad,
su capacidad de afinar con el espiritu mas
hondo de Venezuela se mantenga en el
tiempo, fiel a su intencion primigenia.

And so then, we leave this compilation on the
hands of musicians and masters.

On the thunderous music stand of conservatories,
popular music and folklore schools, music
research institutions at universities and study
centers, in libraries and archives.

“I'm no more than a lover of this. And T want
people to know that this is Venezuelan.
Although the origin of this air is diverse, it was
here that it blossomed in this particular
manner”, said Simoén Diaz.

It was necessary to preserve that instant of the
national soul, resulting from a long process of
mixtures and crossbreeding of those tonadas
listened and composed by its greatest lover
and promoter, Simén Diaz. It’s up to us to
guarantee that his sensibility, his ability to get
in tune with Venezuela’s deepest spirit, will be
preserved for the future, faithful to its primary
intention.

Juan Carlos Escotet R.

Presidente de la Junta Directiva

Chairman of the Boards of Directors
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“El alcaravdan” (Simoén Diaz)
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ompositor, cantante y actor

venezolano nacido en Barbacoas,

estado Aragua, el 8 de agosto de
1928. Desde temprana edad mostré su interés
por la musica y por las artes escénicas. A los
17 anos consigui6 ser el atrilero de la
Orquesta Siboney de San Juan de los Morros,
estado Guarico, y al poco tiempo, ya
incursionaba como cantante de boleros de la
misma orquesta. Las limitaciones econémicas
de su infancia no le permitieron estudiar
musica sino hasta llegar a la capital en 1949 y
se inscribe en la Escuela Superior de Musica,
bajo la tutela del Maestro Vicente Emilio Sojo.
Alli recibe sus primeras lecciones de teoria,
solfeo y armonia.

Su primera experiencia en el mundo del
espectaculo fue como actor, en el cine y la
television. Su extraordinario talento histrio-
nico, en muy poco tiempo, le abrié paso
para convertirse en uno de los grandes

enezuelan composer, singer and

actor born in Barbacoas, Aragua

State, on August 8th, 1928. He
showed interest in music and the performing
arts from a very young age. At age 17, he was
hired to be the music stand assistant [atrilero]
for the Siboney Orchestra in San Juan de los
Morros, Guarico State, and shortly afterwards
he became a singer of boleros in the same
orchestra. The family economic constraints
during his childhood did not allow him to
study music until he managed to travel to
Caracas in 1949. He enrolled in the Escuela
Superior de Musica under the guidance of
Vicente Emilio Sojo, one of the most
influential figures of Venezuelan music and
cultural history. There he is taught his first
lessons of music theory and harmony.

He had his first experience in show business as
a film and TV actor. His extraordinary dramatic
talents quickly paved the way for him to



humoristas del pais. Con el programa de
television La quinta de Simon (1962) rompid
todos los records de sintonia del momento,
caracterizando al hombre del campo que
llegaba a la ciudad para encontrar mejores
formas de vida. Un personaje lleno de humor,
ingenuidad y autenticidad que de inmediato
conquisto la simpatia y la alegria de todos los
venezolanos. De la noche a la maniana, Simén
Diaz gozaba de fama y plena aceptacion
popular. Pero no sélo era a través del cine y la
television, también la radio, el teatro y la
musica sirvieron de escenario para expresar
sus dotes de actor, cantante, comediante y
animador. En la década de los 60, se uni6 al
musico venezolano Hugo Blanco, con quien
grab6 decenas de discos que animaban las
fiestas navidenas con ritmos y cuentos jocosos,
las famosas Gaitas de Simon, cuyos ejemplares
se agotaban a las pocas semanas de salir al
mercado.

Simo6n Diaz, inmerso en una gran popularidad
como humorista, no perdia la oportunidad de
asomar su talante de compositor, y en cada
disco de gaitas, incluia alguna tonada de su

become one of the greatest comedians of the
country. With his TV program La quinta de
Simon (Simon’s House) in 1962, he broke
audience records playing the character of a
country man, a newcomer to the city struggling
to make a living and find a better life style. A
character overflowing with humor, naivety and
authenticity, he immediately won over and
delighted all Venezuelans. All of a sudden,
Simoén Diaz started to enjoy fame and full
popular recognition. But it wasn’t only through
films and TV shows; the radio, live theater and
music also presented his skills and talents as an
actor, singer, comedian and host. During the
‘00s, he joined the Venezuelan musician Hugo
Blanco, with whom he recorded over ten
records —the famous Gaitas de Simon— that
brought joy to Christmas parties with rhythm
and humorous tales and they all quickly sold
out only a few weeks after being made

available to the public.




autoria, que si bien contrastaba con el resto del
repertorio, mostraban el lado profundo y
poético de aquel
dicharachero. Estas tonadas, o aires de faena

Simon  comico vy
del campo que €l traia en su andar, pasaban
ajenas al éxito comercial de las gaitas,
parrandas y chistes, y no fue sino hasta 1974,
cuando ¢l decide redefinir su camino como
artista y lanza al mercado, quizds el mds
acariciado de sus suefios, su disco Simoén Diaz
“Tonadas”, en el que muestra su verdadero
caracter de autor y compositor. De inmediato
atrae las miradas de cantantes y musicos
nacionales e internacionales, y sus tonadas
comienzan a ser parte de los repertorios de
artistas como Mercedes Sosa, Caetano Veloso'y
Joan Manuel Serrat.

La decision es definitiva. Se aparta del éxito
seguro y se interna en lo que siempre habia
sido su anhelo: escribir, componer y cantar la
musica venezolana. Inspirado en sus raices
llaneras, la influencia de compositores
populares como Rafael Herndndez, Agustin
Lara, Carlos Gardel, y su enorme sensibilidad
melddica, lo definieron como un musico de
caracteristicas unicas.

La canta de trabajo, los cantos de orderio y
arreo de ganado, se convierte en el aire
musical de su mayor inspiracion. “La Tonada
del Cabrestero” y “La Tonada de Luna Llena”,
ambas compuestas por Simon Diaz a principio
de los anos 60, seran el fundamento de una
obra que celebra y rescata las cadencias, los
ayes y las alegrias de la canta de trabajo. Luego
se suman “Sabana”, “Mi querencia”, “Clavelito
colorado”, “Arbolito sabanero”, “Garcita”,
“Tonada del tormento”, y al mismo tiempo,
transito la diversa variedad ritmica de la musica
venezolana, con canciones como “El
becerrito”, “Pasaje del olvido”, “El alcaravan”,
“Mercedes”, hasta llegar a uno de los
momentos mas significativos de su carrera,

“Caballo Viejo”. Esta cancion, un pasaje

At the highest peak of his popularity as a
comedian, Simoén Diaz did not miss the chance
to give the public a peak at his skills as a
composer; hence his inclusion of at least one
of his Tonadas in each record of gaitas.
Although in heavy contrast with the rest of the
repertoire, these fonadas, or country farming
songs, would show the deep and poetic side of
the funny, vivacious Simoén. These tonadas
were barely noticed despite the overwhelming
success of the gaitas, parrandas, and humorous
tales. It wasn’t until 1974 when he decided to
re-define his career as an artist and present
what probably constitutes his greatest dream:
the record “Simoén Diaz Tonadas”, in which he
shows his real character as an author and
composer. With it, he immediately captures the
attention of national and international singers
and musicians. His tonadas then start to be part
of the repertoire of artists such as Mercedes
Sosa, Caetano Veloso and Joan Manuel Serrat.

His is a definite choice. He turns his back on
guaranteed success and instead focuses his
efforts on his life’s dream: writing, composing,
and singing Venezuelan music. The inspiration
he derives from his llanero roots; the influence
of famous popular composers such as Rafael




llanero, compuesta en 1980, le dio la vuelta al
mundo en cientos de arreglos, versiones y
traducciones, incluyendo a Plicido Domingo,
Julio iglesias, Celia Cruz & Fania All Stars,
entre algunos. El éxito de “Caballo Viejo”, le
brind6 al resto de sus composiciones una
mayor visibilidad internacional. En 1994, el
compositor y cantante brasileno Caetano
Veloso incluy6 “Tonada de luna llena” en su
album “Fina Estampa”, version que luego
formo parte de la banda sonora de La Flor de
mi Secreto, de Pedro Almodovar. La coredgrafa
alemana Pina Bausch escogi6 para su obra Nur
Du canciones de Simén Diaz, y mds tarde el
cineasta Win Wenders, harfa lo mismo en su
pelicula homenaje a la coredgrafa alemana.

Simon Diaz, nunca se apart6 ni de la radio
ni de la television, siempre estuvo alli
promoviendo y difundiendo la musica y el
folclor venezolano. Uno de sus mas exitosos
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Hernandez, Agustin Lara and Carlos Gardel; as
well his tremendous melodic sensitivity all
contributed to define him as a musician of
unique characteristics.

The songs or cantos, such as the canta de
trabajo, cantos de orderio y arreo de ganado,
evolved as his most inspired musical genre. Za
Tonada del Cabrestero and La Tonada de Luna
Llena, both composed by Simén Diaz in the
early ‘60s, become the foundations of a body of
work that celebrates and preserves the
cadence, sighs, and joy of work songs or
cantas. Other pieces are later added, such as
Sabana, Mi querencia, Clavelito Colorado,
Arbolito  Sabanero, Garcita, Tonada del
tormento, together with pieces that show his
transit along the rhythmic diversity of
Venezuelan music, such as El becerrito,
Pasaje del olvido, El alcaravan, Mercedes,
until he reaches one of the most significant
moments of his career with Caballo viejo.
This song, a pasaje llanero* composed in
1980, was heard around the world in
hundreds of arrangements, versions, and
translations, including those by Placido
Domingo, Julio Iglesias, Celia Cruz & Fania All
Stars, just to name a few. The huge success of
Caballo viejo gave his other compositions
greater international visibility. In 1994, the
Brasilian composer and singer Caetano Veloso
included Tonada de luna llena in his album
Fina Estampa, a version that later was part of
the sound track of Pedro Almodovar’s film La
flor de mi secreto. Additionally, the German
choreographer Pina Bausch chose Simoén
Diaz’ songs for her work Nur Du [Only Youl]
and later, the filmmaker Win Wenders did the
same in his film to honor this choreographer.

Sim6n Diaz never abandoned the radio or TV.
He was always there, promoting and spreading
Venezuelan music and folklore. One of his
most successful TV programs had a twelve year
run and was aimed at children. This particular



programas de television lo hizo para los ninos,
experiencia de doce anos que le vali6 el
titulo carinoso de Tio Simon. Como cantante
realiz6 innumerables giras internacionales,
destacando su actuacion en el Zankell Hall del
Carnegie Hall, Barbican Center de Londres y el
Palacio de Congresos de Madrid. Entre los
muchos reconocimientos que ha recibido esta
La Orden del Libertador en su clase de Gran
Cordoén; ocho Doctorados Honoris Causa de
las mas importantes universidades de su
pais; y el LifeTime Achievement Award Latin
Grammy 2008.

En 2000 se retir6 de la escena publica por
razones de salud que le impidieron continuar
con su carrera.

Simo6n Diaz es reconocido como uno de los
grandes representantes de la cultura musical
popular venezolana y del resto del continente.

show earned him the nationally used
nickname: Tio Simon. As a singer, he went on
countless international tours, including specials
highlights such as hisperformance at Zankell
Hall of Carnegie Hall, the London Barbican
Center, and the Madrid Conference Center.
Among his many awards is the Orden del
Libertador, Gran Cordon class; eight doctorates
Honoris Causa from the most important
universities in his country and the LifeTime
Achievement Award Latin Grammy in 2008.

In 2000 he retired from the public spotlight due
to health problems that prevented him from
continuing with his career.

Sim6n Diaz is widely recognized as one of the
greatest representatives of the popular music
culture of Venezuela and the rest of the
continent.

[1] Work songs, cow milking, and cattle driving songs.

[2] A musical genre that belongs to the joropo played in the

Venezuelan plains.
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Nota del editor

Este libro que tenemos hoy en nuestras manos,
es el resultado de una minuciosa y discutida
transcripcion de los archivos y grabaciones de
audio originales de Simén Diaz, en partituras
que muestran fundamentalmente la linea
melodica de cada cancion.

Con la intencion de ofrecer un contexto integral
de la obra, se han incluido las introducciones,
interludios y cierres, fieles a las grabaciones
hechas por el autor, los cuales obedecen a las
estructuras y estilos tradicionales con los que se
interpreta esta musica.

En un principio, el trabajo parecia sencillo:
escuchar y transcribir las notas cantadas, pero el
acercamiento a cada cancion, mostré un mundo
de sutilezas y variaciones que no provenian del
mero hecho interpretativo, sino de las continuas
propuestas, preguntas y respuestas, del didlogo
interno de cada cancion. Fue necesaria la
diaria revision y comparaciéon con otras
versiones que confirmaran que aquellos
cambios no eran producto de un instante, sino
de una composicion.

Hemos querido dejar este documento,
testimonio fiel de una obra musical y poética de
gran importancia para el conjunto de voces que
conforman la musica popular del mundo, y de
esta manera, darle continuidad a un esfuerzo
que merece, cada dia, ser recibido por mas y
mds personas.

The book we now have in our hands is the
outcome of a thorough and carefully revised
transcription of audio filesand original
recordins of Simoén Diaz’ work. Its scores show,
essentially, the melodic line of each song.

In an attempt to provide the overall context
of the work, introductions, interludes and
closures have been included in strict
adherence to the author’s original recordings,
which respond to the traditional structures and
styles with which this music is interpreted.

At the beginning, it looked like an easy job that
consisted of listening and transcribing the sung
notes. But as we approached each song, a
whole world of subtleties and variations
emerged not just from the mere interpretative
act, but from the constant proposals, questions
and answers compressed in the internal
dialogue of each song. It became necessary to
conduct daily reviews and comparisons with
previous versions so as to confirm that those
changes were not the product of an instant, but
of a composition.

With this document, we hope to leave an
accurate testimony of musical and poetic work
of great relevance to the voices that shape
popular music worldwide, thus pursuing
efforts that deserve to be well known by more
and more people every day.
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Arbolito sabanero

Tonada

Em

Letra: Alberto Arvelo Torrealba
Musica: Simon Diaz
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Arrmta, arroyis
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Asi es mi tierra
Toinada Pasage

Letra: Evcans Colmenares
Musica: Siman Diaz
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o= 161

Bajo esta cuatro palmas

Levprs wisacion matnimental

Pasaje

Letra: Adelso Paz
Musica: Simon Diaz
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La flor de apamate

Tonada

Letra: Andrés Eloy Blanco
Musica: Simon Diaz
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